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“This is my lesson”: On Possessing Lessons
Background: 

College course known as ‘Essential Skills Award’ for adults (16+) with a variety of learning difficulties and disabilities (see list below).

 Extract 1 – “This is my lesson”

Extract from weekly ‘cleaning’ lesson (DV04)
Present: 

	Teacher
	Learning Support Assistants
	Students


	T1 (“Janice)
	A1 
	PH (“Phil”) - Cohen Syndrome

	
	A2
	JB - Autism

	
	A3
	JL - Autism

	
	
	RS (“Robert”)- Prader Willi Syndrome

	
	
	JM - Downs Syndrome

	
	
	SS - Cerebral Palsy


T1
Right: ev’rybody
 


(0.4)

JB
There you are (Janice(



T1
Phil are you going to come and join us (.) today. We have a lot to do ((PH starts to walk back to main table)), Kevin’s off, so we’re already one person down (0.3) and I need you (.) to, um: (2.0) just show me what a professional you are (0.4). Now you did want to speak to me a little bit and I asked you to wait so have you got something to tell me first?


(0.5)

PH
Yeh I wanna (0.3), fi:nd I wanna ((Pointing towards computers))(0.2) sum triple H’s pic-chures on the com-put-ers


(0.4)

T1
Well can we leave that[ til tomorrow.
 

PH




  [N:o           N:o, I’ll do it now:


((Walks off again))

T1
No you will not do it now Phil because this is my lesson. You can’t do it now:
JB
It’s Janice’s lesson 

T1
This is my lesson Phil ((PH arrives at computer area))

JB
I know

T1
And if you’re not prepared to take part in my lesson then we might as well ring home and have you sent home.

PH
N::o.

(0.7)

T1
Well come and sit down then please (2.2) I’ve had this performance for you- from you Phil now, (0.3) for the last three lessons

(1.9)

A3
((approaches PH out of shot at the computer area)) Phil, come on, sit down. Let’s turn this off. 

(.)

PH
N::o.


(0.2)

A3
No::, because- it’s not computer time.

JB
I know, it’s not[ computer time now.

A3



 [Come and sit down and listen to Janice. (0.7) Come on (0.6) Everybody’ s waiting for you. 

PH
(Just       I need to find some pictures     )

A3
No, not now. 

(3.4) 

Come and sit down Phil.

(2.4)

T1
Phil, do I need to start this lesson without you.

PH
No.

JB
I hope not.

T1
Well you’re stood over there and everybody else is sitting here.

JB
Ah yes

T1
Well I need to start my lesson (.) n:ow. If you’re not going to come and sit down in this chair (0.2) then we might as well start without yer. 

(5.7)

((PH walks back to chair))   

((T1 pulls his chair out from under table))

Right, Thank you very much. ((PH sits down)) 

I do appreciate that. Thank you. Robert, are you going to mark the register today.

Extract 2 – Sense-making and sausages
Extract taken from weekly ‘shop, cook and eat’ lesson (DV7 and VHS-C 4)
Present
	Teacher
	Learning Support Assistants
	Students

	T3 (“Felicity”)
	A1 (“Chris”)
	SA (“Shona”) – Autism

	
	A2 
	JA (“Jez”) - Downs Syndrome

	
	A4 (“Cheryl”)

	DM (“Debbie”) - General Learning Difficulties


	
	
	JP (“Julie”) - Downs Syndrome

	
	
	LB (“Louise”) – Autism


.
.

.

T3
((Moves towards A4 who has moved into kitchen area))Right Cheryl. Would you like to be in charge of the hotdogs.
A4
The hotdogs ((Laughter)) I thought I might get the hotdogs.

((laughter))

Dave has them. They’re really nice.

(1.4)

T3
Um (0.4) ((Looks around)) And. Debbie. Would you like to- go with Caroline and do the hotdogs. 

(.)  

DM
Yeh.

T3
Yeh. Ok.


(0.7)

A2
[(Do you want me to take your tissue Debbie)

SA
[((Returns to kitchen area with chopping board))

T3 
Um::

SA
Do you want me to take the lettuce?

T3
That would be great. 

Don’t forget to wash it first.


(0.5)


Jez:[: ((Moves past DM towards the remaining items on the work surface))

JA
    [I’m doing- ((Moves along the work surface towards the remaining items))I’m doing the roll[s: 

T3





        [Um:: 

(0.5)

((JA Slams hands on rolls))

 
Don’t open- Don’t open them all cos you won’t need them all.
� The brief mention of each students attributed learning difficulty should be treated with a great deal of caution. By which I intend that any given student’s actions cannot simply be understood through such a prism. Furthermore it is vital that the reader takes on board the fact that the label alone does not provide a sufficiently detailed account of its specific manifestation and impact on any given student.


� Unexpectedly joins the lesson during the course of this sequence.  


� She is also prone to physical instability at times. 
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